HISTORY
PREHISTORIC PERIOD
(3,00,000-1000 BC)
The study of the tiie journey of the early man in Andhra Pradesh, as in the rest of India,
is now fairly well established through co-ordinated researches by Geologists, archaeologists,
anthropologists, palaeontologists and palaeobotanists, As a result, a very rich prehistoric
cultural background of Andhra Pradesh over a period of nearly 3 lakhs of years is projected.
The evidence of man leading a hunting-gathering way of life (Palaeolithic), and subsequently a
well established food-producing economy (Neolithic), is discovered ail over Andhra Pradesh.
The Palaeolithic period, as a whole, witnessed hunting-foraging activity though divided into three
periods : Lower, Middle and Upper Palaeolithic. These stages are considered as re-adjustment
by improving technologies for leading a hunting-gathering life in changing ecologies that took
place during Pleistocene period. The process of such re-adjustment to changes has brought
new strategies of exploitation of new resources * such as fishing, domestication of animals
and plant manipulation (Mesolithic) and establishment of villages and agriculture (Neolithic),
The earliest discoveries of Palaeolithic cultural evidence date back to the 2nd part of
19th century in Andhra Pradesh, Robert Bruce Foote is said to be a pioneer in these
studies. Geologists like W, King, civilians like Cammade and missionaries like Manley must be
remembered in this context. Several other modern researchers have made district-wise detailed
studies of all areas of the state. They made worthy discoveries and brought to light the material
remains of the prehistoric man. Besides, the Archeoiogical Survey of India and Department
of Archaeology & Museums, Government of Andhra Pradesh have also contributed to tho
knowledge.
Lower Palaeolithic Period
Various river valleys in Cuddapah basin, a geological formation, comprising Cuddapah,
Kumool, Chittoor, Neliore, parts of Mahabubnagar, Prakasam, Guntur and Nalgonda districts
are rich In the distribution of prehistoric cultures when compared to the rest of the State, it
is not an exerggeratlon to say that in the Cuddapah basin, a researcher does not have to
strain for locating a prehistoric site. The Naliamaiais, the Palakondas and the Velikondas, the
hill ranges of eastern ghats have proved to be the ideal habitats of the prehistoric man with
abundant wild food resources. Lower palaeolithic evidence (comprising handaxes of various
shapes, such as lancolates, ovats, almonds, picks etc., chappers, chopping tools, cleavers,
discoid* and scrappers) Is located in the above river valleys.